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4. Pupils from University and King's College to be
admitted, on. certificates of having gone through a course
" of study at those establishments, and having obtained a
u proficiency to pass for a Degree, and having conducted
" themselves to the satisfaction of the Governing Bodies of
" those Colleges, to be examined, and to be classed according
" to their relative merits.
" 5. Any other Bodies for Education, -whether corporated
" or uncorporated, may from time to time be named by the
" Crown, and their pupils may be admitted to examination
" for Degrees.
" The Degrees to be granted to be A.B., A.M., B.L., D.L.,
u B.M., and D.M."
In an official explanatory letter addressed to the Council
in November, 1835, the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
Mr Spring Rice (afterwards Lord Monteagle), was instructed
to add :
" It should always be kept in mind that what is sought on
" the present occasion is an equality in all respects with the
u ancient Universities, freed from those exclusions and
"religious distinctions which abridge the usefulness of
" Oxford and Cambridge."
The proposals of the Government were submitted to tho
consideration of the proprietary body and accepted. It was
generally felt that these proposals furnished the best avail-
able solution of the problem, which had been so long a
subject of anxious controversy. They amounted to a
declaration that the business of teaching should be confided
to the Colleges ; but that the duty of examining, of award-
ing prizes, and of conferring degrees should be entrusted to
an entirely separate and independent body to be called
the University of London. The friends and supporters of
University College cordially welcomed the Government plan,
although it gave them far less than they had at first demanded,
and althougll the acceptance of it implied the renunciation of
all claim to exercise the full functions of a University, and
placed them on a footing of equality with some younger and
less important institutions. In a published letter issued by
the Duke of Somerset in the name of the Council, a,nd
endorsed by the unanimous recommendation of the
Professors, the proprietors of the new institution were